Politics and Parties

An analysis of American attitudes towards parties
and politics in lead up to the 2022 midterms
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Quantitative National Surveys

Results are shown as “US Average”.

More in Common partnered with international polling company YouGov
to conduct online survey interviews with N=2,000 adult US

citizens from September 27 to October 2, 2022. The data was weighted
to be representative of American citizens using propensity scores, with
score functions including gender, age, race, education, and region. The
weights were then post-stratified on 2020 Presidential vote choice, with
a four-way stratification of gender, age (6-category), race (5-category),
and education (4-category). The margin of error (adjusted for
weighting) is +/- 2.45 for the US average and is higher for subgroups.

Numbers in data visualizations are rounded to the nearest whole
number.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. Americans across party, race,and generations overwhelming see voting as the most
effective way to influence politics.

» However, Gen Z Americans are much more likely than other generations to also see
protesting asan effective way to influence politics.

2. Democrats and Republicans are much more likely to want more moderate candidates in
the other party than in their own party. In contrast, Independents want more moderate
candidates in both parties.

» Republicans and Democrats who want more moderate candidates in their own party
were less ideologically extreme and more likely to say they belonged to their party
because of their family or friends as opposed to how their party aligned with their
values.

3. Registered voters are ten times more likely to say they will vote in the 2022 general
election compared to Americans who are not registered to vote.
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Voting in the 2022
Elections



Americans who say they are registered to vote are more than ten times more likely to say they will vote than
Americans who say they are not registered.

US adult citizen population

8 O O/ 0 say will vote

Registered to vote
88%

Not registered 6 O/O 1 vot
say will vote

't know if they're
registered
2%

Survey questions: Areyou registered to vote? How likely is it that you will vote in the 2022 general elections?
Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding.
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The percentages of people who say they are not
registered to vote are higher among people of color,
young Americans and Americans without a college
degree.



The percentages of people not registered to vote are higher among non-white Americans than among white
Americans.

Areyouregisteredtovote?

Numbers in %

mYes mNo ' Don't know

US Average

Democrat

Independent

Republican

White 91 7 |

Black 85 14 1
Hispanic 81 16 2

Asian 79 18 3
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Almost 20% of Gen Z and Millennials report that they are not registered to vote, a rate much higher compared to
older generations.

Areyouregisteredtovote?

Numbersin % .
mYes mNo © Don't know

us average [
sient Generation T R
Baby Boomers 97 31
Gen X 88 11 )l
Millennials 81 17 2
GenZz 75 18 7
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Americans without college degrees have a higher percentage of people not registered to vote.

Areyouregisteredtovote?

Numbersin %
mYes mNo ' Don't know

US Average 88 11 2
Male 90 8

Female 86

No high school

High school graduate
Some college

2-year college

4-year college

Post-grad
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The percentage of people who say that they are planning on
voting in the 2022 general elections varies by generation,
education, and race. About 1 in 4 Gen Z and Millennials say
they do not plan to vote.

People who say they are not registered to vote also report that
they are less likely to vote in the 2022 general elections.



72% of Americans say they will vote in the 2022 midterm elections. Only 6% of Americans who say they are not
registered to vote plan to vote in November.

How likelyis it that you will vote inthe 2022 general elections?

Numbers in %

m Will vote = Maybe will vote mWill notvote mDon't know

US Average

Registered voters

Non-registered [N 10 69
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Hispanicand Asian Americans are slightly more likely than white Americans to say they will not vote in the 2022
midterm elections.

How likelyis it that you will vote inthe 2022 general elections?

Numbers in %
umbers in m Will vote m Maybe will vote m Will not vote ® Don't know

US Average
Democrat
Independent
Republican
White
Black
Hispanic
Asian 62 8 22

More in Common



While the majority of Millennials and Gen Z plan to vote in the 2022 midterm elections, a significant minority say
theywill likely not vote.

How likelyis it that you will vote inthe 2022 general elections?

Numbers in % .
umbers in m Will vote m Maybe will vote m Will not vote ® Don't know

US Average 72 7 17
Silent Generation 92 1 7 )
Baby Boomers 87 4 8
GenX 71 9 16
Millennials 61 8 24
Gen Z 52 13 28
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Americans with higher education levels are more likely to vote in the 2022 midterm elections. More than one
third of Americans who did not graduate from high school do not plan to vote.

How likelyis it that you will vote inthe 2022 general elections?

Numbers in % .
umbers in m Will vote m Maybe will vote m Will not vote ® Don't know

~
N
~
j—

US Average
Male

Female

7

~
~

70

No high school 43 6 35
High school graduate 67 10 18
Some college 70 9 17

~
N
O
—
Ul

2-year college

(0]
N
I
—
N

4-year college

Post-grad

85 3 11
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Among the 17% of Americans who say they will not vote in
the 2022 midterm elections, around 1in 5 feel their votes do
not matter. Many respondents also indicated that there are
other factors that influenced their decision not to vote.

30% of Gen Z Americans who do not plan to vote say that
their decision is due to lack of knowledge on the candidates or
issues.



Compared to other generations, Gen Z are more likely to cite lack of knowledge on the candidates or issues as the

reason why they will not vote in the 2022 midterm elections.

What is the top reason you will not vote inthe 2022 general elections?
Numbersin % 100

80
60
m US Average
45
® Baby Boomers
32 mGen X
27 30
3 ® Millennials
21
20 19 19 17 mGen Z
12 14 10 12
8 7 8 7 ) 7
3 B I I I II [ | BEEEE
0 - ‘Al = omll
Other Ifeellike my vote Idon'tknow Idon'tcarewho Idon'tlikethe Idon'thave time Idon'tknowhow
doesn't matter enough about the wins candidates to vote on or where to vote
candidates or election day

issues
Note: Data onthe Silent Generation is removed due to the very small subgroup nsize.

Survey 1
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Party registration



Among registered Democrats and Republicans, 70% say that they are registered party members because their
party’s values align with their own ideals. Around a quarter of Americans are not registered Democrats or

Republicans, most of whom say that neither party’s ideals align with theirs.

Numbers in %

100 lamaregisteredmember of a major
political party because...

80

70
60
40
20
10 9 11
i H m B

Other
reasons

Their ideals Peoplein Ibelieve
align  my family the more
closely and/or people who
with mine friends are join the
members party, the

of the more
political influential
party the party
will be

—_—

US adult citizen population

Registeredas
Democrator
Republican

76%

ot registered
as Democrat or

Republican
24%

Numbers in %

—

100

80

60

40

20

Iam not aregistered member of a major
political party because...

60
28
12
Neither My vote Other
party's doesn't reasons
ideals align =~ matter
with mine anyway
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Compared to other generations, Gen Z who are registered Democrats or Republicans are more likely to attribute
their membership to social influence: 1in 5 say they are registered party members because their family and friends
are members.

Numbers in %

100

80

60

40

20

Iam a registered member of a major
political party because...

70
58
21
10 o 12

Their ideals align People in my family Ibelieve the more
closely with mine  and/or friends are people who join the
members of the party, the more
political party  influential the party
will be

m Awerage

mGen Z

11 9

Other reasons

Numbers in %

100

80

60

40

20

Iam not aregistered member of a major

69
| I
Neither party's

ideals align with
mine

political party because...

® Average

mGen Z

12

28
I 11

Other reasons

My vote doesn't
matter anyway

Note: The margin of error for data on Gen Z Americans who are not registered Democrats or Republicans is +/-14% due to small subgroup nsize.
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Desire for moderate
candidates



Democrats are divided on whether their party needs
more moderate candidates.



Around half of Americans believe that the Democratic party needs more moderate candidates. Democrats are
split: 40% agree that their party needs more moderates, whereas 41% disagree and 19% are not sure.

Do you think the Democratic party needs more moderate candidates?

Numbers in %

mYes mNo ' Don't know

US Average 23

Democrat 20
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Democrats who want more moderate candidates in their party are more likely to be ideologically moderate.
Democrats who do not think the party needs more moderates are more likely to have higher education levels and

register as Democrats due to value alignment rather than social influence.

Ideological
orientation

Reason for
registering to vote as
Democrat

Education level

Democrats who think their party
needs more moderate candidates

« Moderate: 46%
+ Liberal: 28%
« Very liberal: 13%

« The party’s ideals align closely
with own (63%)

+ Familyand friends are members
of the party (14%)

« More likely than the Democrat
average to be without
acollege degree (47%)

Democrats who do not think that
their party needs more moderate
candidates

« Moderate: 17%
« Liberal: 36%
+ Very liberal: 41%

 The party’s ideals align closely
with own (77%)

« Familyand friends are members
of the party (5%)

« More likely than the Democrat
average to havea post-grad
degree (23%)
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Around half of white Americans and a plurality of non-white Americans agree that the Democratic party needs
more moderate candidates.

Do you think the Democratic party needs more moderate candidates?

Numbersin %
mYes mNo ' Don't know

US Average 49 28 23
White 53 27 20
Hispanic 45 33 22

Asian 40 37 23
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Americans from older generations are more likely to say that the Democratic party needs more moderate
candidates. A plurality of Gen Z and Millennials agree, though almost 30% feel unsure.

Do you think the Democratic party needs more moderate candidates?

Numbersin %
mYes mNo ' Don't know

US Average 49 28 23
Silent Generation 78 15 7
Baby Boomers 56 28 16
GenX 47 27 26
Millennials 40 32 28

GenZz 42 30 28
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Around half of Republicans don’t believe their party
needs more moderate candidates.



Almost half of Americans believe that the Republican party needs more moderate candidates. Around one third of
Republicans agree while around half of Republicans disagree.

Do you think the Republican party needs more moderate candidates?

Numbers in %

mYes mNo ' Don't know

US Average 24

Registered Republicans 16
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Republicans who want more moderate candidates in their party are more likely to be ideologically moderate.

Republicans who do not think the party needs more moderates are more likely to have joined their party due to value

alignment rather than social influence.

« Moderate: 38%

Ideological ;
. . + Conservative 35%
orientation « Very conservative: 16%
« The party’s ideals align closely
Reason for with own (65%)
registering to vote as
Republican  Familyand friends are members
of the party (15%)
Education level + Similar to Republican averages

« Moderate: 11%
+ Conservative 45%
+ Very conservative: 41%

+ The party’s ideals align closely
with own (79%)

 Familyand friends are members
of the party (3%)

« Similar to Republican averages
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Around half of white, Hispanicand Asian Americans believe that the Republican party needs more moderate
candidates. Almost half of Black Americans feel unsure.

Do you think the Republican party needs more moderate candidates?

Numbersin %
mYes mNo ' Don't know

US Average 24
White 20
Black
Hispanic 25

Asian 25
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A plurality of Gen Z and Millennials believe that the Republican party needs more moderates. Around 30% feel
unsure.

Do you think the Republican party needs more moderate candidates?

Numbersin %
mYes mNo ' Don't know

US Average 47 28 24
Silent Generation ) 48 1
Baby Boomers 50 31 19

Gen X 49 25 26
Millennials 45 25 30
GenZz 43 28 )
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While Democrats and Republicans both want to see more moderates in their opposing party, around half of

Independents consistently hope for moderates on both sides of the aisle.

% who agree 100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

The Democratic party
needs more moderate
candidates

® Democrat
® Republican

Independent

The Republican party
needs more moderate
candidates
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Attitudes towards
methods to influence
politics



Americans say voting is the most effective method of
influencing politics.

Gen Z Americans are more likely than other generations
to also see protesting as a powerful way to influence
politics.



Gen Z are more likely than older generations to see protesting as a somewhat or very effective way for them to
influence politics.

How effective do you think the following methods are for YOU to influence politics?

Somewhat + very
effective % m US Average
100 95 m Silent Generation
85 m Baby Boomers
79
80 72 3 Yoy, mGen X
m Millennials
63
60 58 mGenZz
0235153 53
51 1 515150 4 4948 47
540 45 NI
40 3437
) I| | II
0
Voting Registering Callingor = Campaigning on Running for local Using wealthto Supportingor Donating to my Protesting Posting about
people, including emailing my behalf of my office influence elected  boycotting preferred political topics I
friends/family,  local elected preferred officials companies who political care about on
to vote officials (for political contribute to candidates social media
example, state candidates specific political
senators) to figures or causes
advocate for
causes or issues I
care about
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Gen Z are also more likely than older generations to see protesting as a somewhat or very effective way to influence
politics in general.

How effective do you think the following methods are for influencing politicsin general?

Somewhat + very
effective % m US Average
100 95 m Silent Generation
m Baby Boomers
81 80
m Gen X
80 7 76 7376 . lennial
67gm 168 68 m Millennials
o 2063 620% 61 61 °°
60 587 5ajmss 00580 57l 60, 60 5 59[6059 m Gen Z
54 54 54 53
52 5351 48 53 50
4344 43 244
40
30
20 I
0
Voting Registering Callingor = Campaigning on Running for local Using wealthto Supportingor Donating to my Protesting Posting about
people, including emailing my behalf of my office influence elected  boycotting preferred political topics I
friends/family,  local elected preferred officials companies who political care about on
to vote officials (for political contribute to candidates social media
example, state candidates specific political
senators) to figures or causes
advocate for
causes or issues I
care about
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Thank you
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